
Accelerate Michigan Innovation Competition  
Announces 53 Semi-Finalists 

 
Entrepreneurial Businesses to Compete for $1 Million Cash, Prizes 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – SEPTEMBER 22, 2011 – DETROIT, MICH. -- Semi-
finalists have been selected for the Accelerate Michigan Innovation Competition.  
The 53 semi-finalist companies will deliver their business pitches to investors on 
November 16-17 at the Ann Arbor-Ypsilanti Marriott at Eagle Crest for the chance 
and win cash and prizes.  The Accelerate Michigan Innovation Competition will 
award more than $1 million in cash winnings, plus in-kind awards to top 
entrepreneurial businesses.   
 
“More than 300 companies registered for the Accelerate Michigan Innovation 
Competition and it was a tough challenge to select semi-finalists,” said Skip Simms, 
senior vice president of Ann Arbor SPARK, on behalf of the Business Accelerator 
Network for Southeast Michigan, a sponsor of the Accelerate Michigan Innovation 
Competition. “The majority of the companies are based in Michigan, but we also had 
applications from California, Illinois, Iowa, Ohio, Kansas, Massachusetts, Missouri, 
Nebraska New York, Pennsylvania, and Washington as well as international 
companies from Canada, the United Kingdom, India and the Ukraine.” 
 
“The competition in each of the nine sectors is going to be fierce,” Simms added.  
“Thirteen of the 2010 semi-finalists are returning to the competition.  Three of the 
companies competing this November won their sector prize at the 2010 
competition: Accio Energy, The Mackinac Technology Company, and ENRG Power 
Systems.” 
 
The Accelerate Michigan Innovation Competition focuses on nine sectors that 
highlight key areas of opportunity for entrepreneurial growth and success: 
advanced materials, advanced transportation, alternative energy, IT, life science, 
medical devices, next generation manufacturing and products and services.  The 
2011 semi-finalist companies are located in a range of areas across the state such as 
Ada, Ann Arbor, Detroit, East China, East Lansing, Farmington Hills, Grand Rapids, 
Grosse Pointe Woods, Lake Linden, Lapeer, Livonia, Midland, Northville, Plymouth, 
Port Huron, Royal Oak, Saline, Sterling Heights and Ypsilanti.  Three companies from 
out of state round out the contingent, traveling in from Chicago, Il; Fall River, MA 
and New Rochelle NY for the competition. 
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The semi-finalist companies: 
 
Advanced materials 
Blue Water Bioproducts 
GreenSand 
InfiChem Polymers, LLC 
InPore Technologies, Inc. 
The Mackinac Technology Company 
Vinci Technology Corp 
 
Advanced transportation 
Current Motor 
ECO-Fueling 
EcoVElectric 
ENRG Power Systems LLC 
ParkingCarma  
 
Alternative energy 
Accio Energy 
Advanced Battery Concepts 
Arbor Wind 
Climate Technologies Co. 
Grid Logic 
Metro Ag Services 
NextCAT 
Spider9 
 
Defense and homeland security 
Emitech, Inc. 
H3D 
nanoRETE 
Visotek 
 
Information technology 
Are You Human 
GPX Software 

i3D Technologies Inc. 
Practical EHR Solutions 
TherapyCharts 
White Pines Systems 
 
Life science 
ApoLife 
BioPhotonic Solutions 
DeNovo Sciences 
NEXTGEN Metabolomics  
ONL Therapeutics 
Phrixus Pharmaceuticals 
RetroSense Therapeutics 
Syzygy Biotech 
 
Medical devices 
Advanced Cooling Therapy 
Blaze Medical Devices 
OcuSciences 
Retia Medical 
Shoulder Innovations 
ULTrA 
 
Next generation manufacturing 
ePack 
Fusion Coolant Systems 
North Coast Industrial Imaging 
SenSigma 
 
Products and services 
Algal Scientific Corporation 
Applied Engineering Technologies 
ArtJen Conplexus 
FamilyMint 
Llaamasoft 
Nutriinfo 

 
To qualify for the Accelerate Michigan Innovation Competition prize monies, 
businesses must make a commitment to locate and grow in Michigan.  These 
companies must also be past proof of concept and in the commercial stage of 
business development. 
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The competition will be held from November 15 – 17 at the Eagle Crest Conference 
Center in Ypsilanti, Michigan.  The Finals and Gala Awards Celebration will be held 
the evening of November 17 at the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan. 
 
 
About Accelerate Michigan Innovation Competition 
The Accelerate Michigan Innovation Competition is an international business competition offering more than $1 
million in cash awards, plus in-kind awards of services, staffing and software. In addition to the prizes from the 
competition, entrepreneurs will have access to Michigan’s robust entrepreneurial ecosystem, which includes 
wet labs, incubators, and access to talent from the world’s leading research universities.  The Accelerate 
Michigan Innovation Competition is a collaborative effort of the Business Accelerator Network for Southeast 
Michigan, the New Economy Initiative of Southeast Michigan and Accelerate Michigan.  For more information, 
visit www.acceleratemichigan.org. 
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